
 

Scope of Practice Decision-making Framework 

Identify, describe, or clarify the procedure, activity, or role under consideration.  

Is the procedure, activity, duty, or role prohibited by SDCL 36-6A, SDCL 47-12, any rule or 

regulation associated with these chapters of codified law, or any other applicable laws, 

rules, regulations, ethical standards or codes of conduct? 

Is performing the procedure, activity, duty, or role consistent with evidence-based dental 

and health care literature? 

Are there practice setting policies and procedures in place to support performing the 

procedure, activity, duty, or role, including, but not limited to, the appropriate level of 

supervision? 

Has the dentist, dental hygienist, or dental auxiliary completed the necessary education to 

safely perform the procedure, activity, duty, or role?  

Is there documented evidence of the current competence of the dentist, dental hygienist, 

or dental auxiliary to safely perform the procedure, activity, duty, or role?  (Current 

competence includes knowledge, skill, ability, and judgment) 

Does the dentist, dental hygienist, or dental auxiliary have the appropriate resources to 

perform the procedure, activity, duty, or role? 

Would a reasonable and prudent dentist, dental hygienist or dental auxiliary perform the 

procedure, activity, duty, or role in this setting? 

Is the dentist, dental hygienist, or dental auxiliary prepared to accept accountability for the 

procedure, activity, duty, or role and related outcomes? 

The dentist, dental hygienist, or dental auxiliary may perform the procedure, activity, duty, 

or role to acceptable and prevailing standards of safe practice. 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

These decision-making framework guidelines are for educational purposes only. The guidelines do not purport to 
establish a standard of competence or advise a course of action for patient care in any particular situation. 

Framework adopted by the South Dakota State Board of Dentistry on January 11, 2019. 


